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Questions  from  housewives  this  week  are  on  a  lot  of  different  subjects — 
everything  from  gardens  to  groceries — and  then  some.     The  answers  to  the  questions 
coming  up  today  are  from  scientists  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Let's  lead  off  with  the  garden  questions.     The  first  one  comes  from  a  home 
gardener  who  reports  hard  luck  with  her  tomato  plants  last  year.     She  wants  to 
avoid  trouble  this  season.     She  writes:  "Last  summer  all  my  tomato  plants  died  of 
some  kind  of  wilt.     Is  there  any  way  I  can  protect  plants  against  this  disease  in 
my  garden  this  year?" 

Plant  scientists  advise  choosing  varieties  of  tomatoes  that  are  resistant 
to  wilt.     They  explain  that  there  are  2  kinds  of  wilt  that  attack  tomatoes. 
Fusarium  wilt  is  common  in  all  but  the  more  northern  States,  and  verticellium  wilt 
looks  much  like  it  but  fortunately  is  much  less  common.     The  cause  of  these  wilts 
is  a  fungus  that  enters  the  roots  from  infested  soil,  grows  up  into  the  water 
vessels  and  makes  the  leaves  roll  up,  then  turn  yellow  and  finally  die.     The  plant 
actually  dies  of  thirst  because  the  fungus  keeps  the  water  from  getting  up  in  the 
leaves.     'Jhen  you  cut  into  a  tomato  plant  affected  by  wilt,  you  will  notice  that 
the  woody  part  of  the  stem  has  turned  dark. 

Three  good  varieties  of  tomatoes  will  resist  fusarium  wilt.     These  are 
Marglobe.  Pri tchard  or  Scarlet  Top-per,  and  G-lovel.     Other  wilt-resistant  varieties 
are  adapted  to  certain  special  localities.     In  Louisiana  and  nearby  States  Louisiana 
Pink  and  Louisiana  Red  are  good  varieties.    For  California  Riverside  is  a  good 
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variety  developed  in  the  California  Experiment  Station.     For  Illinois  and  nearby 
States  4  varieties  are  listed  as  resistant  to  fusarium  wilt.    The  names  of  these 
Illinois  Varieties  are  Prairiana,  Early  Baltimore.  Illinois  Pride,  and  Illinois 
Baltimore. 

You'll  be  vise  to  write  your  State  College  or  State  Experiment  Station  for 
varieties  especially  suited  to  your  particular  locality.    By  the  way,  any  home 
gardener  interested  in  disease-resistant  vegetables  is  welcome  to  a  leaflet  pub- 
lished by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  B.C.    The  leaflet  is 
called  "Disease-P.esistant  Varieties  of  Vegetables  for  the  Home  Garden."    That's  a 
long  title.    It's  easier  to  order  by  number  —  Leaflet  No.  203.    As  long  as  the 
free  supply  lasts  a  postcard  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.C. 
will  bring  ^ou  Leaflet  No.  203  on  disease- resistant  vegetables  for  your  garden. 

Now  for  Question  No.  2.    This  letter  says:  "Over  and  over  again  I  have 
planted  English  ivy  against  the  south  and  east  walls  of  my  house  only  to  have  it 
die.     Can  you  tell  me  what  I  can  do  to  make  it  live?" 

English  ivy  does  best  if  it  has  considerable  shade,  cool  '-rails  and  a  rich 
moist  soil  to  grow  in.    Your  ivy  probably  died  because  the  south  and  east  walls 
were  too  hot  and  sunny  for  it.    Why  not  try  Boston  ivy  instead?    There  are  several 
varieties  of  Boston  ivy,  but  the  variety  called  Aurata  would  probably  be  best.  It 
covers  walls  with  dense  handsome  foliage  which  is  yellow  to  orange  in  the  fall, 
before  the  leaves  drop.     It  you  want  an  evy  that  stays  green  all  winter,  you  might 
try  one  of  the  Snonymus  species.    One  of  this  variety  climbs  up  walls  20  feet  or 
more. 

Question  No.  3  comes  from  a  practical  gardener  interested  in  having  a  good 
compost  pile  for  the  garden  and  also  using  up  waste  from  the  house.     She  says: 
"We  live  outside  of  town  and  disposing  of  household  garbage  is  quite  a  problem  to 
us.     Is  it  possible  to  use  garbage  for  making  compost  to  fertilize  the  garden?" 
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Scientists  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  say:  Yes,  if  the  garbage  does 
not  contain  grease,  soap,  washing  powder,  glass  or  tin  cans.     Dry  leaves,  weeds, 
sweepings  from  the  house  and  barn,  coffee  grounds,  banana  peelings,  coot  and  wood 
ashes  all  have  fertilizer  value.     The  compost  pile  for  the  home  garden  usually  is 
made  of  rotting  leaves,  weeds,  dead  tops  of  annual  plants,  prunings,  and  some  soil. 
You  hasten  the  rotting  process  and  increase  the  value  by  adding  manure  or  chemicals 
sold  for  the  purpose.    To  this  pile  of  plant  materials,  you  can  add  household 
garbage.    But  don't  add  greasy  garbage  or  soap  or  washing  powder.    They'll  do  more 
harm  than  good  to  the  garden. 

last  question:  "Is  it  true  that  peanut  butter  is  easy  to  make  at  home?" 

Quite  true.    All  you  need  to  make  it  is  an  ordinary  meat  grinder,  and 
roasted  peanuts  with  the  skins  removed.     Use  the  finest  plate  on  the  grinder.  Run 
the  peanuts  through  the  machine  adding  salt  as  they  go  through  or  afterward.  If 
the  butter  is  not  fine  enough  after  going  through  the  grinder  once,  put  it  through 
a  second  time.     Homemade  peanut  butter  is  not  quite  as  smooth  as  commercially  made 
butter  but  it  is  a  delicious,  cheap  and  wholesome  food  with  a  high  food  value. 

That's  all  the  questions  today.     More  on  Thursday. 
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